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Saudi Commission for Health Specialties

Saudi Radiologic Technologist Licensure

Examination (SRTLE)

Read this guide before submitting an application to test. At the time of application, you will be required to

acknowledge that you have read and understood this guide and the policies and procedures contained within.
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Licensure Exam Overview
Licensure examinations are standardized tests that candidates must pass to obtain a license to practice

health professions. The exams are designed to assess the ability to apply knowledge, concepts, and

principles that constitute the basis of safe and effective health care.

Exam Structure
The SRTLE is conducted using computer-based testing. It is divided into two parts of 100 questions,

each with a time allocation of 120 minutes for each part. It may include up to 10% of pilot questions.
There is a scheduled 30-minute break between the two parts. The questions have four options from
which the candidate will choose one best answer. The examination shall contain recall questions that
test knowledge and questions with scenarios that test other skills (interpretation, analysis, decision-
making, reasoning, and problem-solving).

Test ‘ # of Test Block(s) ‘ Duration of Each Block
SRTLE | 2 120 min

Scoring System

The SCFHS conducted a rigorous standard-setting exercise with a diverse panel of Saudi radiologist
technologists. Following the standard-setting exercise, the passing score was determined as 530 on
the reporting scale of 200-800. This passing score was reviewed and approved by the Central

Assessment Committee (CAC).

Results and Reports

Results are not provided instantly. During the window-closing period, psychometric analysis is
conducted, and results are announced within 2-6 weeks of the end of a test window. Two reports will
be provided to every candidate, a statement of results and a feedback report on performance

compared to other test takers.

Application and Eligibility

To apply for the SRTLE, you must have an associate degree (or equivalent) from an accredited health
science program or commenced training during the internship year or a student who is one year away

from graduation.




Applying for the SRTLE

When applying for the examination, you must apply through the e-application. Once your application is
processed, a scheduling permit with your eligibility period will be issued. You will receive an email with
instructions for accessing your permit.

After obtaining the scheduling permit, you may visit the specified website to schedule a test date
(Prometric). Scheduling may not be available for more than three months in advance. Refer to SCFHS

for testing windows availability.

SRTLE Practice Examination

To experience a test that resembles the actual test blueprint and sampled from the SRTLE item bank,
you can apply for SRTLE practice test from the SCFHS website. For more information, please visit the

SCFHS website.

Important Instructions

What to Expect on Test Day?
o All test centers follow the same procedures and rules, which you should get familiar with

before test day.

e Testing sessions for the Saudi Licensing Examinations are monitored by test center
administrators (TCA) in person and through audio and visual recording. Staff are required to
report any violations of assessment bylaws or test center rules.

e You must follow instructions from TCA throughout the examinations; failure to do so may result
in a finding of irregular behavior.

e TCAs are not authorized to answer questions regarding registration, examination content or

format, testing software, scoring, or retesting.

Registration on Test Day
SCFHS test centers open at 7:30 a.m. If you are late more than 30 minutes from the time noted on your

admission ticket or absent on test day, you will not be allowed to sit for the test, and this will be
considered an attempt unless an acceptable reason with required documentation is presented and

accepted by the committee supervising the test as per the assessment rules and regulations.




When you arrive at the test center, you must present your scheduling permit and the required
identification. Acceptable forms of unexpired identification include:

o Passport

o National/Residence Identity Card (KSA Only)
Your name, as it appears on your scheduling permit, must match the name on your form(s) of
identification exactly.
If you do not bring your scheduling permit on paper or electronically (e.g., via smartphone) and
acceptable identification, you will not be admitted to the test and will be required to pay a fee
to reschedule your test. Your rescheduled test date(s) must fall within your eligibility period.
During check-in, test center staff will conduct the appropriate security check before entering
the testing room to confirm that you have no prohibited items.
You will be asked to repeat this process each time you return to the testing room after a break.
Additionally, your photo ID and fingerprint may be scanned electronically, and you must sign
the test center log.
Before you enter the test room, TCA will give you laminated writing surfaces, erasers, and
markers to use for making notes and/or calculations during the testing session. They should be
used only at your assigned testing station.
You must return laminated writing surfaces\e-tablets to test center staff at the end of the
testing session. Do NOT write on anything other than the laminated writing surface\e-tablets
(e.g., your hand, other body parts, tissue, etc.). Failure to comply may result in a finding of
irregular behavior.
TCA will escort you to your assigned testing station and provide brief instructions on using the
computer equipment. A brief tutorial is available before each examination.
Your test session is scheduled for a fixed amount of time, and the computer keeps track of the
time allocated for each block and break.
Once you begin a testing block, the block time continues to run even if you leave the testing
room (e.g., for a personal emergency).
If you leave during the block without permission from the test proctor, the test center will file a
report of the incident. Additionally, the unauthorized break screen, described in the

examination tutorial, will appear on the monitor after a defined period of inactivity.




Breaks between Test Blocks

Each time you leave the testing room, you are required to sign out and sign in when you return.
You must present your identification each time you sign in.

If you take too much break time and exceed the allocated break time, the next test block will
start automatically, and the excess time will be deducted from your testing time.

Ensure you arrive 10-15 minutes before the start of your next block to allow time for sign-in as
the signing process may take around 10 minutes based on testing capacity.

Repeated or lengthy departures from the test room for unscheduled breaks will be reported by

the TCA.

End of Test

The test session ends when you have started and exited all blocks or the total test time expires.
You will receive a notice during checkout that you have appeared for the test.

After you start taking an examination, you cannot cancel or reschedule that examination. If you
experience a computer issue during the test, notify the test center staff immediately. The
testing software is designed to restart the test at the point that it was interrupted.

You will maintain the confidentiality of the materials, including, but not limited to, the multiple-
choice items. You will not reproduce or attempt to reproduce examination materials through

recording, memorization, or by any other means.

Instructions for examination day

Notes

Any clothing or jewelry items allowed to be worn in the test room must remain on your person
at all times. Removed clothing or jewelry items must be stored in your locker.

You must conduct yourself in a civil manner at all times when on the premises of the testing
center.

To protect the privacy of all testers, the TCA can neither confirm nor deny if any particular
individual is present or scheduled at the test center.

You must return all materials issued to you by the TCA at the end of your test.

Persons not scheduled to take a test are not permitted to wait in the test center.

Saudi university/college students can sit for SRTLE during the final year of undergraduate




studies.

Scheduling the allowed test attempts during the year is the sole responsibility of the candidate.
SCFHS is not responsible for delaying the test attempts until the end of the year and not finding
a test spot.

Candidates can test in any SCFHS approved Prometric testing center locally and internationally
as locations appear upon scheduling.

A candidate is not allowed to sit for the test twice in the same testing window. In this instance,
the result of the first dated test will be announced, and the second will be considered an
attempt and result invalid.

All candidates must review the applicant guide before taking the test.

All eligible candidates may take SRTLE up to four times a year, starting from the first attempt to
obtain a pass score.

SCFHS classification and registration rules and regulations apply to candidates who fail the
SRTLE for two years after the graduation date.

After obtaining a passing score in the SRTLE each candidate is eligible for two further attempts

to improve their mark for the purpose of attaining a better opportunity for residency selection.

Prohibitions

Before the examination

Seeking, providing, and/or obtaining unauthorized access to examination materials.
Providing false information or making false statements on or in connection with application
forms, scheduling permits, or other exam-related documents.

Applying for an examination for which you are not eligible.

During the examination

Taking an examination for someone or engaging someone to take an examination for you.
Giving, receiving, or obtaining unauthorized assistance during the examination or attempting to
do so.

Making notes of any kind while in the secure areas of the test center, except on the writing
materials provided at the test center for this purpose.

Failing to adhere to any exam policy, procedure, or rule, including instructions of TCA.




Verbal or physical harassment of test center staff or other examination staff or other disruptive
or unprofessional behavior during the registration, scheduling, or examination process.
Possessing any unauthorized materials, including photographic equipment, communication or
recording devices, and cell phones, in the secure testing areas.

Any other electronic communication device, not herein mentioned, are prohibited in the
examination hall irrespective if they are turned off, and no provision will be made to store

them.

After the examination

Altering or misrepresenting examination scores.

Any reproduction by any means, including, but not limited to, reconstruction through
memorization and/or dissemination of copyrighted examination materials by any means,
including the internet.

Communicating or attempting to communicate about specific test items, cases, and/or answers
with another examinee, potential examinee, or formal or informal test preparation group at
any time before, during, or after an examination.

Failure to cooperate fully in any investigation of a violation of the SCFHS rules.




SRTLE Blueprint

A test blueprint is a document that reflects the content of a specialty licensure examination and is the

plan used for "building" the exam. The purpose of the blueprint is to ensure that questions related to

what is expected to be known are included.

Section Subsection

Professional and
Ethical Behavior

Competency

The practitioner is expected to be able to do the following
Demonstrate professional appearance and manner.

Practice with integrity and impartiality, adhering to organizational policies, and ensuring thorough
and accurate documentation to support best practices.

Show adaptability and professionalism in response to changes and challenges within the workplace
to maintain a constructive environment.

Respond and provide feedback to others in a manner that supports collaborative growth and
positive workplace dynamics.

Engage in reflective practice and stay updated on emerging trends and advancements to support
personal and professional growth.

Communication
and Interaction

Professional
Practice
20%

Interact with respect and maintain effective communication with colleagues and patients.
Respect the dignity, religion, culture, privacy and autonomy of the patient.
Provide complete information about procedures to patients/ relatives and verify understanding.

Ensure ongoing informed consent to procedures.

Decision making

Use the best practices, clinical information, and research to make evidence-based decisions.

Take accountability for decisions made and actions taken, acknowledging their outcomes and
implications.

Use of resources

Prioritize workflow to enhance the quality of patient care.

Optimize the allocation and utilization of available resources to maximize efficiency and
operational effectiveness.

Continuously monitor inventory levels of materials and supplies.

Research Demonstrate basic knowledge of research ethics.
Critically appraise professional literature to assess relevance to practice.
Participate in activities that require application of research methodology.
Employ routine and transmission-based infection control practices.
Health and Infection control | Use aseptic and sterile techniques.
Safety and materials
259% handling Follow standardized procedures for handling and disposing of sharps, contaminated and

biohazardous materials.




Patient safety

Ensure a safe physical environment.

Accurately verify and record patient identity, ensure proper documentation, and securely archive
procedure-related information.

Transfer and transport patients safely and utilize appropriate immobilization devices.
Monitor and respond to changes in the patient’s condition.
Verify the patient’s pregnancy status when applicable and respond appropriately.

Follow standardized procedures to ensure the safety of patients with special needs/infectious
diseases.

Self-protection

Utilize personal protective equipment (PPE).
Employ proper body mechanics/movements.

Ensure a safe working environment.

lonizing-radiation

Apply the ALARA principle, using knowledge of radiation effects and risks.
Understand the principles of radiation physics and measurement units.

Recognize radiobiology principles.

radiation safety
and education

::Ifsgt?gr? Implement best practices for minimizing radiation doses to both patients and healthcare providers.
Understand the fundamental principles of classical and quantum physics.
Provide comprehensive information on radiation risks and safety measures.
Identify key safety parameters/indicators to ensure safe and effective imaging practices.
Understand the fundamental principles of classical and quantum physics.
Non-ionizing- Understand the principles of radiation physics and measurement units.

Implement best practices for non-ionizing medical imaging modalities to ensure the safety of both
patients and healthcare providers.

Monitor potential biological effects associated with non-ionizing medical imaging modalities.

Identify system downtime protocols (such as PACS and RIS) and manual documentation processes.

Emergenc . . . . . . .
gency Recognize disaster preparedness protocols, including natural disasters, fire, equipment shutdown,
procedures .
and hospital codes.
. - Understand the physical principles of medical imaging instrumentation.
Operation of Principles of
Eq uipment e::iapgnlﬁnegnt Recognize the components of imaging equipment and their functions.

25%

Image acquisition
and management

Operate imaging systems effectively to ensure high quality results.
Apply proper imaging parameters’ selection and optimization.

Utilize common accessory equipment effectively to ensure high quality results.




Perform post-processing on acquired image dataset, if necessary.

Quality Assurance

Assess the performance of imaging equipment and accessories.

Participate in quality assurance activities and programs to support organizational goals and
standards.

Apply risk management principles to identify, evaluate, and reduce potential issues that could
affect patient safety and service quality.

Perform reject analysis to identify and address the reasons for image rejection.

Image quality

Apply principles that influence image quality to ensure optimal diagnostic outcomes.
Verify visibility and accuracy of image annotations and patient demographics.

Recognize image artifacts and apply corrective actions.

Clinical principles

Identify and differentiate anatomical structures on medical images and related physiology.
Recognize various pathologies and their appearance on the image.
Understand various indications/contraindication related to medical imaging procedures.

Understand the patient preparation steps.

Ensure patient comfort and provide support throughout the procedure.

Review the patient’s medical history in relation to the requested protocols/procedures and identify
any discrepancies.

Patient . . . . .

Provide post-procedure instructions clearly, ensuring the patient understands necessary follow-up
assessment and
care.
care
Protocol . |
Recognize and assess patient’s vital signs.
Management g P g
30% Recognize Basic Life Support (BLS) and accurately perform Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR).

Perform and Optimize imaging protocols according to patient conditions, clinical indications, and
anatomical structures.

Imaging . s .
Apply proper patients positioning technique.

procedures Pply proper pati positioning au

Apply knowledge of pre and post procedures/protocols.

Pharmaceuticals

Prepare and administer pharmaceutical agents according to the requested imaging protocols.
Understand physical and chemical principles of pharmaceutical agents.

Understand the various contraindications and possible reactions of pharmaceutical agents.




Exam Sections’ Description

Professional Practice

Covers the behaviors, interactions, and decision-making standards expected from professionals in
healthcare settings. This includes ethical conduct, communication with patients and colleagues,

informed decision-making, responsible resource usage, and engagement in research activities.

Health and Safety

Focuses on ensuring a safe clinical environment for both patients and healthcare providers. It includes
protocols for infection control, proper material handling, patient safety practices, personal safety

measures, and education on radiation and non-ionizing radiation risks.

Operation of Equipment

Involves the knowledge and technical skills required to handle, operate, and maintain imaging
equipment safely and effectively. This section covers emergency protocols, understanding of

equipment principles, image acquisition processes, quality assurance, and optimizing image quality.

Protocol Management

Encompasses the procedures and clinical principles necessary to prepare patients and carry out
imaging protocols effectively. It includes knowledge of anatomy, pathology, patient care, preparation,

safety procedures, and optimizing imaging based on individual patient needs.
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Note: This list is intended for use as a study aid only. SCFHS does not intend the
list to imply endorsement of these specific references, nor are the exam questions
necessarily taken from these sources.







